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HIGHLIGHTS
- Mary Harris

OF THE

LAST 20 YEARS

Reviewing the 78 Newsletters published since the start of the Group in January
1996 was an enlightening experience for someone who only joined a few years ago.
I had no idea how much hard work and commitment has gone into making the area
around the Brook the attractive place it is today.
One of the first successes was the erection by RBC in 1996 of the
Houseman Road bridge, a busy and well used thoroughfare today. Whilst in 1997 the Group benefited from the
re-building of Blunden Hall giving them their own tool
store and office / field study centre, which is still in use
today. This paled into insignificance however compared to the
filming of the Group by the BBC’s ‘Out and About Team’!

In 1998/9 more than 1000 young hedging and trees were planted by volunteer members of the
Group, who have met monthly for work parties since the start. In 1999 CBGG received a ‘special
mention’ in the Queen Mother’s Birthday Awards run by the Tidy Britain Group; not surprising when
in the early newsletters one reads about the appalling state of the Brook, with lists of the rubbish
retrieved including three-piece suites and a motorbike. In one picture some volunteers stand beside 7 shopping trolleys recovered from the Brook on one work party alone!
Successful grant applications enabled the Group to transform disused allotments at
Birchett Road into the Birchbrook reserve, a resource for schools; whilst the development
of Farnborough Airport led to significant work on Southwood Meadows to create a flood
plain with improved paths and information / interpretation boards provided by CBGG.
It was interesting to read about the relationship between CBGG and the Environment Agency
and how over the years they have been able to help facilitate the development of improved
relations, especially following some episodes of flooding. During the 2000s the focus was on
improving the banks (with some wildflower planting), creating dipping areas and also on improving and maintaining paths along the Brook, culminating in 2011 with
the opening of a newly surfaced walking / cycling route along the length of the Brook through
Southwood Meadows and Cove village, crossing West Heath Road and on to Hawley Lane.
Over the years the Group has been recognised by Rushmoor in Bloom and involved in the
development of the local Biodiversity Strategy. With its popular bi-annual Fun Days, annual
Spring Clean, involvement in local ‘green’ activities and learning experiences for children the
Group has truly made, and continues to make, a difference. The area around Cove Brook is
unrecognisable to that which greeted the first volunteers in 1996. We hope more of you will
wish to volunteer to help us keep it that way for a further 20 years.
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WORK PARTIES -

Paul Sanders

14th May
We based ourselves near Blunden Hall and the nine of us created three areas of a couple of metres
square where we removed all grass, weeds and brambles and sowed some wild flower seeds.
11th June
This time we cut back and cleared all the network of
paths in Cheyne Wood. We also cleared a couple of
viewing points over the brook. We found and arranged some logs into a seating area.
13th July
We were in Southwood meadows and we cut and
strimmed most of the paths in the area. We also cut
and removed hundreds of sapling regrowth from the
meadow near the concrete bridge. We also removed
bicycle parts a composter and various other metal
items from the area.

L A DY B I R D S

AND A

Removing saplings in Southwood meadows

BUG HOTEL! -

Joy Cross

A wealth of bugs and butterflies joining us on our July work party on a warm but
cloudy morning in Southwood Meadow was such a reward. It has been a long
time since I have seen so many “native” Ladybirds. There are apparently 46 different types of Ladybird found in the UK, we mainly saw the Adonis and 7 spot
variety on our Work Party.
So why don’t I see them in my garden anymore?
Is the reason that the Harlequin variety is not native to these shores or is this
simply a matter of timing? In early July Ladybird larvae are only just starting to
change, so if you spot aphids do not spray to kill them but instead be patient and wait for the ladybugs to
do their thing!
The arrival of aphids and a recent visit to the Lost Gardens of
Heligan has been the inspiration to create a bug hotel in my
garden. The one at Heligan is huge, almost the size of my
pocket handkerchief garden, but I was determined to “do my
bit”.
Lost Gardens of Heligan bug hotel (mansion!!)

Using a wood hedgehog
house as the base we have drilled holes in logs, filled terracotta flower
pots with pine cones and straw, and cut bamboo canes into four/five inch
lengths and placed these in a tube. The whole structure fits neatly into a
corner of the garden. The only cost was a small bag of hay!
We have seen a large toad in the toad house, lacewings in the lacewing
box and lone bees populating the bamboo but so far not a ladybird in
sight! Has anyone else created a bug hotel?
For more info on how to build a bug hotel visit the following website
http://www.wtwales.org/sites/default/files/build_a_bug_hotel_ _temp_leaflet.pdf
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER-
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Hilda Anscombe

As you can see we’re celebrating, but also struggling a little; we could really
do with a few more volunteers!
Cove Brook Greenway Group (CBGG) was formed 20 years ago by people
who passionately wanted to see the environment of the Brook improved.
You can read about some of our achievements on the front page. It is however an ironic fact that as the number of people who receive this newsletter
increases (we deliver and e-mail over 350 newsletters), that the number of
people who actually do the work seems to have decreased.
It’s great when people say we’re doing a ‘good job’ but we’d hope this might
inspire them to come out and help us. As Chairman I’m delighted to have a small pool of committed committee and active volunteer members who, despite their individual circumstances, make time to help because they value Cove Brook Greenway and Southwood Meadows open spaces. But we do need more people to volunteer for work parties, deliver newsletters and take an active part in running the Group. We
hope to hear from you. As she steps down at the AGM I’d like to thank Joy our excellent Secretary for all
her work on the committee, but now we need a replacement. If you are able to take Minutes and distribute them by e-mail and can commit to our maximum 6 evening meetings a year please do contact us.
On 4 May, 11 people from the new Premier Inn, (on Victoria
Road), joined Paul, Hilda and Antonia in Birchbrook Nature
Reserve and did some excellent work clearing litter and cutting back bramble; thanks folks. On 14 June Hilda, Mary H
and Antonia took part in the Childrens’ Safety project at Mayfield Community Centre. About 12 groups of children (from St
Bernadette’s, Cherrywood and Grange schools) came to our
stand to find out more about the Brook and how to use it
safely at the dipping areas. We were somewhat taken aback
when one little girl in answer to the question ‘what might you
find in the Brook?’ volunteered the answer ‘poisonous chickens!’ It was good to be able to have the opportunity to get
local young people to take an interest in the Brook and those
who came to our stand definitely viewed the Brook in a positive light – well almost all of them!

BRICKFIELDS

F U N DAY

-

Premier Inn Volunteers

Mary Yalden

On Sunday the 3rd July, we went to Brickfields, a little oasis on the outskirts of Aldershot, in Boxalls Lane, near Squires at Badshot Lea. The
sun shone and we had a good time. Others there included our good
friends Blackwater Valley, collecting bugs in a table cloth!, a local
school stall, Miller’s Ark, Birds of Prey and several other local organisations.
We took our pipe cleaner spiders with plastic eyes to make, one little
boy ran off terrified of spiders, another tried to out-stare the spider, he
failed! We had lots of interest in the Brook, the pathways along it and
the dipping areas. Here’s to next year.

Proud maker of pipe cleaner spider
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N E W S L E T T E R D E L I V ERY
In this 20th year of the Newsletter have you ever thought about
how you get your CBGG Newsletter? It’s easy for those who use
e-mail as it arrives neatly packaged in your Inbox – but how
many actually stop to read it? We hope you do as we try very
hard to make it interesting and relevant. Please send us your
articles and let us know if you have any suggestions.
But what about those who have it delivered to their door? We are particularly indebted to our volunteers who take the time and trouble to hand-deliver our Newsletter four times a year. It’s not an easy task battling the weather, modern doorfurniture and dogs etc. but they do it willingly and with great efficiency. We were
therefore particularly disappointed when recently someone made a public complaint about their Newsletter delivery. Our volunteers are beyond price and do
their very best but if things do go wrong please let us know. A quick call to Mike
Burns on 01252 547412 should resolve any hand delivery problems.

CONTACT
DETAILS
Web site
New website under construction

E-mail
covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk

Importantly the Newsletter contains details of the next Work Parties so you can
get them into your diary. Soon we will also have a NEW and fully functioning Website managed ‘in-house’, where you will be able to check for the latest Group information and updates. You will find full details of this in the next Newsletter.

DATES
Date

Time

Tues
9th Aug

7.30 pm

Secretary

HALLOWEEN QUIZ
Tues
25th Oct

7.30 pm

Paul Sanders

(When, where & what we are
doing)

Newsletter (Temp)

Sat
5th Nov

2pm onwards

Mike Burns

All Volunteers welcome. Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Sat
13th Aug

10.00 am

Sat
10th Sep

10.00 am

Sat
8th Oct

10.00 am

Mary Harris

Work in Birchbrook, cutting hedges around the reserve plus creating a stag beetle stumpery.
Meet at: Blunden Hall, GU14 8QP

Work by M3 bridge cutting brambles off path and
clearing viewing spots
Meet at: M3 Bridge, parking at Railway Enthusiasts Club GU14 8JG

(Distribution)

Treasurer

Conservation Groups Fair
A chance to meet like minded people and buy some unusual
Christmas presents.
At Rowhill Field Centre, Cranmore Lane Aldershot GU11 3BD

WORK PARTIES

Mary & Rachel Harris
(Editors)

including tea/coffee & cakes. £4 per head, teams of 4.
Book your place in advance by contacting us or just turn up
on the night

At Blunden Hall, Blunden Road Cove, GU14 8QP

Joy Cross

Work Parties

a presentation by David and Joan; come cuddle and
learn about these animals, followed by refreshments
and a short AGM

At Blunden Hall, Blunden Road Cove, GU14 8QP

Chairman
(for enquiries)

Subject

FERRETS AS PETS

07510 881939

Hilda Anscombe

D I A RY

TALKS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Telephone:

COMMITTEE

F O R YO U R

Work at Southwood, path clearance and removing
sapling regrowth also creating a stag beetle stumpery
Meet at: Hazel Avenue by the North Barrier GU14 0HB

