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C H A I R M A N ’S  C H A T T E R   -  H i l d a  A n s c o m b e    
We have had a really busy summer again this year, working with 3 different youth groups, 

giving talks, organising walks and renovating the dipping areas in the Brook near Giffard 

Drive Bridge and Houseman Bridge. 

 

On 25th June we had a stand at the Mayfield Community  Safety Day, where we 

talked to groups of children about the Brook and the 3 dipping areas where they can 

safely enjoy the brook with their families. 

 

A group of volunteers from Blackwater Valley, cut and raked the grass between Blunden 

Hall and West Heath Road, in an attempt to encourage the growth of wild flowers.  

Whilst they were working they discovered some bright spark had somehow pad-

locked a bicycle about 12 ft up in a tree and very kindly retrieved i t .  Who said volun-

teering was boring? 

 

We supported Brickfields Country Park Open Day On 6th July , where we showed children how 

to make artificial flowers from old plastic bags..  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, on Tuesday 17th July we gave a talk about the Brook and the work carried out by 

our group to the Farnborough Society.  Two days later we took them on a walk along the 

Brook, stopping for refreshments at the Scout Hut near the Curly Bridge. 

Recently we were informed that Himalayan Balsam had been seen growing along the 

banks of Marrow Brook, which runs into Cove Brook.  This plant is attractive not only to 

people, but also to bees and other insects.  

 

Unfortunately it is an invasive annual species, which shades out our native plants whose roots 

help to hold the river bank together.   When the Himalayan Balsam dies off at the end  of 

the summer the banks are left naked and heavy rain can cause the flow to increase 

creating the possibility of the banks being eroded.  Any parts of the plant which are re-

moved, must be disposed of properly to prevent the spread of this plant. 

 

Please don’t confuse this plant with Rosebay Willowherb or Purple Loosestrife, which are  

of a similar in colour, but are not a threat to the banks of the Brook.. 

H I M A L A YA N  B A L S A M  
Himalayan Balsam 
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7th Jun2 2014 
We created a task for a combined group from 10th Cove Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 

clearing rubbish and weeds from an area of scrub alongside the Minley Road, op-

posite St John’s Church.  They did a sterling job, as you can see from the photo-

graph.  Some of our own volunteers cleared a lot of scrub, i.e. brambles, bindweed 

and other unwanted greenery, revealing the soil where we then sowed several 

packets wild flower seeds and, in September, a few poppies were flowering. 

 

12th July 2014 
Fifteen of us tackled three areas of fallen trees in the brook in Southwood  

Meadows, ensuring that flow of the brook was not obstructed. 

 

9th  Aug 2014 
Along with a member of the Environment Agency, twelve volunteers spread gravel 

into the two dipping areas near Blunden Hall.  (See separate article) 

 

13th Sept 2014 
A group of volunteers cut back brambles overhanging  the path running through the 

copse near the cricket pitch and managed to clear another path to enable dog walkers 

and others to find a different way through the copse. 

W O R K  P A RT Y  U P DA T E   -  P a u l  S a n d e r s    
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10th Cove, Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 

R E N OVA T I N G  T H E  D I P P I N G  A R E A S  

Sadly, over the years the dipping areas have become eroded and recently, at least one cub had to be helped out, having 

got his wellies stuck.  We had already obtained permission from the Environment Agency to carry out the repair work 

and, earlier this year we secured a grant from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation, to pay for the gravel 

needed to make access to the brook easier and safer.   

 

On the day the work was carried out, Ryan Oakley from the Environment Agency helped with the heavy work and Andrew 

Price from Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership collected three loads of gravel for us.  Turf and soil was removed 

and the areas shaped to give smooth access into the Brook.  Gravel was then laid and trodden in to give a clean surface.  

After a long campaign to get them renovated, we were really pleased that eventually we had got the work carried out. 

Making a Path in Southwood 

Preparing the area The gravel arrives The finished result 

A D O P T  A  BA N K   (No. not Nat West or Barclays, but part of the banks along Cove Brook.) 

Many people complain to us about the nettles, etc., which grow along the banks of the Brook.  So we were really pleased 

when some of the residents in Cheyne Way asked if they could adopt the top of the bank, which runs alongside their 

houses, as they wanted to be able to cut down and remove the nettles .  Rushmoor Borough Council readily agreed and 

Cove Brook Greenway Group are delighted.  We hope that more people will be encouraged take care of “their” bit of the Brook.   

NB  The Brook itself and the banks themselves are the domain of the Environment Agency (EA) and no one is allowed to 

dig or work on the slopes of the bank without the written permission of the EA.  
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So what, I hear you cry, why bother? And what is Facebook?  In order for CBGG to be sustainable in future years, we need 

to appeal to young people and encourage them join us.  By far the best way to do this is by using social media.  Facebook 

is a great forum for spreading the word about the tremendous work that our volunteers do. 

  

So, what is Facebook?  It is a bit like a newspaper, you create a page for people to view.  For example, on our page we 

can post news, photos, comments and amusing anecdotes.  As well as advertising work parties and events. 

  

Others can also add comments.  Sometimes Facebook pages are closed and only accessible to invited guests, but the 

nature of CBGG means we want it to be open and we want as many people as possible to view it.  If a person ‘Likes’ the 

page they automatically start getting any updates/posts that are made to our page.  Our page is simply Cove Brook - if 

you search for that page on Facebook it should come up. 

  

There can be a down side to social media, which is well publicised, it is therefore important that we have a few “House 

rules” to protect the reputation of the group.  But overall it should be fun! 

  

Being new to Facebook, we need to spread the word.  Why not take a look at our page, “share” it with your friends and, 

whenever possible, ask others to “Like” us. 

  

NB   Getting involved with CBGG is a great way to meet new people, have fun, help your community and even improve 

your fitness.  If you’re hoping to get into University or want to make your CV look more appealing to an employer, showing 

that you are doing voluntary work for the community is a big plus. Who knows, it may even lead to a new career. 

CBGG H A S  A  F A C E B O O K  P A G E  

HA L L OW E E N  QU I Z  

It is important that we teach the next generation to appreciate their environment.   

Over the summer, we have been very busy with groups of Brownies, Beavers, 

Cubs and Scouts, who have been helping us to keep the environment clear of 

litter, as well as learning about what lives in and around Cove Brook.    

 

The 10th Cove Beavers, Cubs and Scouts did a sterling job of clearing litter from 

an area around Minley Road and St Johns Road. (See  Work Party Report)  The 

4th Cove Brownies collected litter from the Blunden Green area, whereas the 

2nd Cove Cubs investigated the insect life in Birchbrook Reserve using sweep 

nets to try to catch and identify insects and then moved on to the Brook to see 

what wildlife they could find there.   

 

The cubs really enjoyed wading into the brook in their wellies and caught, among 

other things, shrimp larvae, a bullhead and a dragonfly larva.  Not only did they 

learn about some of the things that are found in the brook, but also learnt a bit 

about safety, as one of the cubs got his wellies stuck in the mud and had to be 

helped out.  Now they realise how important it is not to go into the Brook without 

the proper precautions and having someone with you.. 

 

However, the dipping areas have since been renovated (see separate article).  

It is great to see the enthusiasm of these groups and, having been litter picking, 

they are now more aware of the problem and are likely to tell their friends and 

family all about it. 

4th Cove Brownies 

2nd Cove Cubs 

It’s that time of year again!  Our Annual Halloween Quiz Night, which this year will be held on Tuesday 28th October, is  

already being organised and we look forward to seeing  our regular quizzers and also some new faces 

to challenge them.  This is not a deep an meaningful event, but a fun evening where you can meet 

both regular attendees and new faces, whilst enjoying our now famous tea and cakes, It’s amazing 

how everyone manages to drag up half forgotten facts from the depths of their minds.   

T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  



C O N TA C T  

D E TA I L S  

Web site 

www.  

covebrook.hampshire.org.uk 

E-mail 
covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk 

Telephone: 
07510 881939  

Chairman 
Hilda Anscombe  
(For  enquiries) 

 

Secretary 
Joy Cross 
 

Work Parties 
Paul Sanders 
(When, where & what we are 
doing) 

 

Newsletter 
Kathy Pitcher 
(Editor) 
 
Mike Burns 
(Distribution) 
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TALKS ARE FREE AND ARE HELD AT  

BLUNDEN HALL, BLUNDEN RD, COVE. GU14 8QP 

Refreshments provided.  Donations are appreciated. 

Volunteers welcome at all Work Parties. 

(Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.) 

NB: ALL IINFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

PLEASE CHECK WEB SITE FOR CONFIRMATION  

TALKS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
Date Time Subject 

Tues 

28th Oct 
7.30 pm 

HALLOWEEN QUIZ 
Our popular Halloween Quiz including tea/coffee and homemade cakes.  

Book early to make sure of a place, or just turn up. 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP 

Sat 

8th Nov 

2pm to 

4:30 pm 

ROWHILL FAIR   
Come and see the variety of stalls (including ours)  

Rowhill Copse, Cranmore Lane, Aldershot,GU11 3BD 

Tues 

17th  Feb 
7.30 pm 

OPEN EVENING 
Speaker—To be advised 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP 

WORK PARTIES— Held on 2nd Saturday of each month 

Sat 

8th Nov 
10.00 am 

LITTER PICKING 
Meet at:  Mayfield Road Bridge, Cove, GU14 8SH 

Sat 

13th Dec 
10.00 am 

CHRISTMAS SPARKLE LITTER PICK 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP 

Sat 

10thJan 
10.00 am 

BRAMBLE BASHING IN BIRCHBROOK RESERVE 

Meet at:   Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP  

Sat 

14th  Feb 
10.00 am 

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 

Meet:  Near the Curly Bridge, Cheyne Way, Cove, GU14 8RZ 

Sat 

14th March 
10.00 am 

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 

Meet at:  Grasmere Road Car Park, Southwood, GU14 1LE 

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY  

THANKS  BOB  
Sadly, our resident butterfly surveyor, Bob Austin, is hanging up his net after many years of 

recording the number and species of butterflies on Southwood Meadows.  Every week 

during the spring and summer, he has tirelessly walked around the Meadows and has 

accumulated a huge amount of information, which is also used by the Butterfly Conservation 

Trust. 

 

Thanks Bob, we will miss you, but hopefully you will be able to pass on your knowledge to 

anyone kind enough to take on your mantle.  

mailto:andrew.ritchie20@btinternet.com
mailto:andrew.ritchie20@btinternet.com

