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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER -

Quite a lot has been happening since the last newsletter. On Monday 26 th January
I gave 15 minute talk about Cove Brook and the Greenway Group to the Senior
Citizens Forum at the Council Offices. There is so much to tell, deciding what was
most important to say in 15 minutes was quite difficult. Then the next day I gave a
45 minute talk, about the Brook and our work, at the U3A Monthly Meeting. My
computing ability extends to word documents and emails; so the talk would have
been very dull without the memory stick with about 30 pictures of features and
events which Kathy prepared.
With so much to do along the Brook, we held a couple of Monday work parties at
the beginning of February, before the birds started nesting. A lot of work was
achieved and it would be great if we could continue with these. If you would be
available to come along on Mondays later in the year we would love to hear from you.
For our next evening Meeting, on 26th May, we’ve been adventurous in our choice of
speaker. With so much nostalgia about the inter-war years and VE-day, we have invited
Dick Elsey to give us an illustrated talk about the Golden Age of Radio - 1920 to
1950. We look forward to seeing you there and hope you will bring your friends.

F A M I LY F U N D A Y — S u n d a y

Family Fun Day

Hilda Anscombe

14th June

Plans for another Environmental Family Fun Day are progressing well: it will be held
on Sunday June 14th on the green alongside Blunden Hall. As with previous Fun
Days there will be a small animal petting farm along with the Hants & Berks Ferret
Club. The heavy horses will also be there, giving wagon rides.
Hants and Isle of Wight Wild-life Trust will be present to tell you about their work
with wild life in the county; and you can find out all about bees from Fleet Bee
Keepers. Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership will be organising “pond dipping”, which will show some of the creatures that live in the Brook.
Other stalls will include Rushmoor Urban Wildlife Group, Blooming Marvellous,
Brickfields Country Park, Face Painting, Willow Weaving and, of course, ourselves.
Refreshments will be available in the hall, there will be an ice-cream van in the carpark and 2nd Farnborough Sea Scouts will be manning a BBQ on the green We are
expecting there to be lots of other attractions. Why not put the date in your diary
and encourage your friends to come along. All welcome.

Horse drawn Wagon
Rides

For legal reasons we have to charge an entrance fee, but this will be only 10p. per person.
We look forward to seeing you there
See “Dates for your Diary “for more information
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W O R K P A RT Y U P DA T E -

Cove Brook Greenway Group

Paul Sanders

Sat 10th January
Fifteen of us tackled the mass of growth of bramble in Birchbrook reserve to try to rescue the grassland there. We
also cleared more sections of dead nettles on the top of the brook banks.
Mon 2nd and Mon 9th February
We organised two extra work parties to tackle the very large hedge on the edge of Birchbrook Reserve. This turned out to
be a tough task and we spent six hours on site on both days, but it now looks good and will let more light into the reserve.
Sat 14th February
A very good turn out of sixteen volunteers met at Southwood Meadows. We accomplished two major tasks. We removed invasive weeds
from the small pond by the brook and continued our campaign to cut
back the willow and birch regrowth from the wet grassland area.
Sat 14th March
Sixteen of us met at the footbridge over the Brook near Cheyne Way. For the first part of this task we cut back the
hedge growing through the chain link fence from the school grounds. This was reaching onto the path. We had cut the
first bit last year so it was good to be able to finish that task. For the rest of the task we cleared bramble and other
regrowth from the paths in the green space near the scout hut.
During the last few tasks we have also been cutting the tall dead stalks of nettles that obscure the view of the Brook while
walking on the path between Cheyne Way and Houseman Rd. This has really paid off in terms of viewing the ducks on the
brook and the spring wild flowers on the lower banks. Thanks to Mike for doing further sessions of this work..

LODDEN CATCHMENT PARTNERSHIP -

Hilda Anscombe

The Loddon Catchment Partnership had their inaugural meeting on 6th August 2014. It was hosted by Hants and Isle
of Wight Wild Life Trust to bring together all the environmental organisations working in the area. This includes areas
around all the brooks and streams that feed (directly or indirectly) into the Loddon river; It
is roughly enclosed by Shinfield (south Reading), Basingstoke, Aldershot, Mytchett,
Frimley, Camberley, Binfield (Wokingham), and Twyford. Farnborough is well inside
this area.
What happens at one place on a waterway can affect other parts. A good example of
this is the bund*, around Southwood Meadows. In periods of prolonged rain, large
amounts of water flow into Cove Brook. There is a restriction which regulates the
amount of water which can flow further downstream and the bund allows the excess
water to be confined within the meadow, which acts as a temporary reservoir and
helps prevent flooding further downstream.
The Catchment Partnership helps planners look at the whole Catchment area, not
just at one problem in isolation, and can avoid duplication of efforts. One aim is
to maintain or improve water quality by looking at how land is managed and, where
necessary, to find improvements.
Recently I attended a workshop on “Valuing landscapes in the Loddon Catchment “.
We were divided into groups; I was in the Blackwater Valley group . Each group
worked with researchers from Reading University, who collated all the information
to use in their research work on land use in the Loddon catchment area.
We were asked to list places, views, or features that we value in our area. They
could be places of leisure and recreation, health and well-being (e.g. walking), of
historical value, giving opportunities for learning about nature and wildlife, or places
of spiritual and inspirational value. We chose about 30 places and were given 100
points, which we then shared out between the places according to their relative value. The knowledge gained, by including people from interested groups, will help
Reading University’s research on land use in the Lodden catchment area.

Pictures show the restriction on
the bund, which regulates to
water flow
*bund: - Stone or earth formed
into an embankment to hold back the
excess water.
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Cove Brook Greenway Group

GREAT BURNET -
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Kathy Pitcher-

Although not uncommon, the increasing efficiency of modern farming has resulted in the loss of much of our
damp pastures and meadowland, the habitat of the Great Burnet, and, in consequence, the loss of many of
these interesting plants . However, over recent years we have noticed that they are beginning to re establish in Southwood Meadows.
Ancient herbalists believed that plants suggest their medicinal uses with their
colour or structure. The Great Burnet has dark crimson flowers, which to them
suggested blood (hence the plant’s Latin name of Sanguisorba Officinalis,
“sanguine” meaning blood). In the past it was used by herbalists to staunch
blood and the peeled roots were applied to burns to relieve pain and promote healing.
The plants have upright, hairless stems with paired rows of leaflets and the
deep red, oblong shaped flowers bloom between June and September. Hopefully, they
will continue to thrive and will encourage us to persevere in our efforts to preserve
the meadows.

HELP US MAKE

A

DIFFERENCE -

Great Burnett

Joy Cross

A recently commissioned report by Keep Britain Tidy claims rubbish could reduce the valuation of
your home by up to 12%.
In the run up to the election there are no shortage of Politians ready to apportion blame. Some of
them have claimed that the alteration of bin collection schedules in some areas is the cause.
Surely, this can’t be the reason we have, in recent months, dragged a cooker, TV and office chairs
from Cove Brook on our Work Parties?
According to the President of the National Association of Estate Agents “When you are buying a property, you buy
with your heart not your head, so first impressions are important.” Impressions of a property are made within the first
two minutes, and the street leading up to it can make the buyer say “No thank you”!
Should pride in where you live only be applicable when you are selling your property? Those who attend the CBGG
work parties are only too well aware that rubbish breeds rubbish.
Keep Britain Tidy quote a property consultant who advises home owners to set up community schemes
with neighbours. CBGG have been doing this for years for the mutual benefit of our community, not just
when we are selling a house. Why not come along to one of our friendly work parties and join in? The people are
friendly and there are tasks to suit all comers. It’s good exercise and you will be helping to improve your environment.
We look forward to meeting you soon.

TREES

IN THE

ENVIRONMENT-

Hilda Anscombe

At our February talk, Roy Champion from Rowhill Copse in Aldershot, gave us a really
interesting insight into trees in the environment. He showed pictures of trees of all
shapes and sizes, including specimen tree, trees in hedgerows, and trees growing in
woodland.
We were fascinated to learn how to “read” a tree: to understand whether it had started
life in the open and had subsequently had woodland grow up around it; if it had grown
up in the middle or edge of a wood, which had since disappeared; or if it had started life
in a hedge, which had then been neglected for decades.
For instance, if a mature tree has most of its branches on one side, it could mean that it was,
at one time, on the edge of a wood, as the branches on the open side would have had room to
grow outwards, whereas the other side had trees restricting the space it had to grow.
Roy illustrated his talk with beautiful photos of woodland plants, birds and insects and
explained their interdependence with woodlands. It was an excellent evening!

Beech Trees
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DATES

C o v e Br ook Gr e en w ay Gr o up

F O R YO U R

D I A RY

TALKS ARE FREE AND ARE HELD AT
BLUNDEN HALL, BLUNDEN RD, COVE. GU14

8QP

Refreshments provided. Donations are appreciated.
Volunteers welcome at all Work Parties.
(Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.)

NB: ALL INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE
PLEASE CHECK WEB SITE FOR CONFIRMATION

TALKS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Date

Time

Subject

DAWN CHORUS WALK
Sun
10th May

3.45 am

Join our local expert at the Basing-stoke Canal to hear and hopefully see a variety of birds. (Wrap up warm, it can be very chilly)
A hot drink will be supplied. Bring binoculars if you have them.

Meet at: Eelmoor Bridge, signposted AAIB off the A323
Fleet/Aldershot Road

THE GOLDEN AGE OF RADIO 1920 to 1950

C O N TA C T
D E TA I L S

Tues
26th May

F A M I L Y F U N D AY

Web site
www.
covebrook.hampshire.org.uk

Sun
14th June

10,30 am to
3.30 pm

E-mail

07510 881939

Ride in a horse-drawn wagon, meet the farm animals, see ferrets,
find out what lives in the brook, learn about willow weaving.
wood turning, bee keeping ,wild birds, and much, much more.
Ice-cream, a BBQ, and other refreshments will be on sale.
Go Green and walk, cycle or come by bus

Venue: Blunden Green, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP

covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk

Telephone:

An illustrated talk by Dick Elsey
Blunden Hall , Blunden Road, Cove GU14 8QP

7.30 pm

Entry only 10 pence
Tues
11th Aug

TALK (Subject to be advised)
Followed by the AGM

7.30 pm

Meet at: Blunden Hall , Blunden Road, Cove GU14 8QP

Chairman
Hilda Anscombe

(For

enquiries)

Secretary
Joy Cross

Work Parties
Paul Sanders

WORK PARTIES
A WALK WITH PAUL

Sat
th
9 May

9.30

Sat
13th June

10.00 am

Meet: at: Blunden Hall , Blunden Road, Cove GU14 8QP

Kathy Pitcher

BRAMBLE BASHING ALONG THE BROOK
Sat
11th July

10.00 am

(Distribution)

Sat
8th Aug

10.00 am

Meet: at: Where the brook goes under the Motorway bridge
between Hawley Lane and Cheyne Way

Car Parking at the Railway Enthusiasts Club GU14 8JG
Then follow the cycle path for 100 yards

(Editor)

Mike Burns

GENERAL WORK AROUND BLUNDEN HALL AND THE
RESERVE:
Meet: at: Blunden Hall , Blunden Road, Cove GU14 8QP

(When, where & what we are
doing)

Newsletter

TAKING IN HAWLEY WOODS.

GENERAL WORK IN BIRCHBROOK RESERVE.
Meet: at: Blunden Hall, Blunden Rd, Cove GU14 8QP

