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Thanks to a lot of hard work and a Lottery grant, well over 500 people enjoyed our 

recent BBC Springwatch Event on Southwood Meadows. 

 

Our main aim was to introduce local people to the Meadows, many of whom 

despite living only a stone‟s throw away, had not previously known of their 
existence.  The event gave us the opportunity to illustrate some of the work we are 

doing to improve the area for both people and wildlife. 

 

There was something to appeal to all generations; an opportunity to make a bird box, 

find out what lives in Cove Brook or to make a willow sculpture.   The beautiful birds 

of prey gave flying displays, and much to everyone‟s amusement, one took a liking to a 

nearby tree and had to be coaxed back down before the display could continue.  

Millar's Ark Farm brought small farmyard animals for the children to pet and several 

local organisations were represented.  The general consensus was it was a grand day out. 

 

Our haymaking demonstration was a great crowd puller, using heavy horses and sled 

to remove the hay from the meadow as it would have been in the days when the hay 

was used for animal feed.  If the hay is left in situ it rots down and improves  

the soil fertility.  This may sound a good idea, but it actually encourages the growth of 

coarse grasses and vigorous species, such as stinging nettles and brambles which 

overpower the more delicate flora.  By removing the hay the soil is impoverished 

producing ideal conditions for the growth of native wild flowers which, in turn, brings 

in bees, butterflies and other wildlife. 

 
For a taste of what the day was like we‟ve given the centre pages over to photographs 

of the event, many courtesy of Kevin Fackrell.  We hope you enjoy them. 

T H E  RSPB A T  FA R N H A M  HE A T H  

COVE BROOK GREENWAY GROUP NEEDS YOU! 

Our Annual General Meeting is being held on Tuesday 4th August and we hope you will 

join us.  It is an opportunity to hear about what we are doing and to voice your points of 

view.  We are also looking for new people to join the committee.  Could one of them be 

you?  No qualifications are required other than enthusiasm.   

Being a committee member is what you make it.  We have four committee meetings a 

year but, if you choose to, there is a whole raft of things  to get involved with.  It‟s great  

fun and really rewarding.   

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 

TUES 4TH AUGUST 

Blunden Hall 

Blunden Road, Cove 

 

Come and have your 

say 

ALL WELCOME 

See back page for 

further details 

This reserve is a major restoration project, reawakening the heathland that was 

lost here to commercial forestry.  Many hectares of conifers have been cleared, 

with heather seeds germinating, and rare heathland wildlife such as woodlarks, 

tree pipits, nightjars and sand lizards returning.   

Join RSPB Project Manager Mike Coates at Blunden Hall on Tuesday 4th August at 

7.30pm to find out more about it. 
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DA T ES  FO R  YO UR  D I A RY  

C O N TA C T  

D E TA I L S  

Chairman 
Antonia Hebbert 

(For  enquiries) 
Tel: 01252 512634 

e-mail:   

hebbert.genis@btinternet.com 

 

Work Parties 
Paul Sanders 
(When, where & what we are 

doing) 

Tel:  01276 32173 

e-mail:   

paulsanders@talk21.com 

 

Newsletter 
Kathy Pitcher 
(Editor) 

Tel:  01252 651147 

e-mail:  kathy@nexum.co.uk 

 

Sybil Godden 
(Distribution) 

Tel:  01252 682850 

e-mail:  sybil.g@tiscali.co.uk 
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All talks are  FREE, followed by meetings, and are held at BLUNDEN HALL, Blunden 
Rd, Cove.   All welcome, refreshments provided.   Any donations always appreciated.  All 
volunteers welcome at Work Parties.  Children MUST be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Cove Brook Greenway Group 

P I ’S  PE R S PE CTI VE  — S y b i l  G o d d e n  

EVENTS 

Date Time  Subject 

Tues 4th Aug   

FARNHAM HEATH RESTORATION & THE RSPB 
By Mike Coates, RSPB Farnham Heath Project Manager 

What is the RSPB doing here, why they are doing it, 
the benefits, and what the results have been so far. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  Everyone welcome 

Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove 

 

 

7.30 pm  

 

 

 

Approx 

9.00 pm 

WORK PARTIES 

Sat 8th Aug 10.00 am 

BIRCHBROOK RESERVE   

Meet at: Birchbrook Reserve Off Birchett Rd/over 
wooden bridge from Houseman Rd. 

Sat 12th Sept 10.00 am 

SOUTHWOOD MEADOWS  

Grass cutting and raking 

Meet at:  Grasmere Road Car Park 

Sat 10th Oct 10.00 am 
LITTER PICK 

Meet at:  Cheyne Way 

Sat 14th Nov 10.00 am 
LITTER PICK 

Meet at:  Mayfield Rd Bridge 

Sat 12th Dec 10.00 am 
LITTER PICK 
Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Cove  Mince Pies & Mulled Wine 
for all volunteers! 

Local churches in Cove and the Courthouse pub joined forces to put on a fantastic 
community event in May.  There was Duck Racing, courtesy of the Farnborough Lions,  

a living “Fruit Machine”, “Spot the Scarecrow”, plant stalls, raffles and a fantastic display 

of flower arrangements to mention just some of the offerings. 

 

About 70 people tried guessing the number of sweet frogs, snails and snakes in the 

Cove Brook „pond‟, guesses ranged from 72 up to 800 but it was young Ben Perrett 

with his correct guess of 197, who was presented with the  “pond” full of sweets.   

I‟ve just heard that the gang are going to try to get my paddling  areas 

improved (I think you call them dipping areas).  Hopefully there will be more 

gravel in place shortly and I won‟t get in so much trouble fo r getting so 

muddy.  I‟m off for my walk now—see you soon.  Pi! Hi, I‟m Pi! 

COVE  V I L LA GE  FA IR — H i l d a  A n s c o m b e  

RE CYCL IN G  PAY S  
Toner cartridges from a local company are helping to keep Cove Brook looking good.  

The money received for recycling these cartridges is being donated to Cove Brook 

Greenway Group.  This enables us to buy litter pickers, tools to get the rubbish out of 
the Brook or to help control brambles and scrub.  So we‟d like to say  

A BIG THANK YOU TO TAG AVIATION 

Ben Perrett with his prize 


