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Another great success  - the weather was great and well over 1,000 people turned out 

for a Wild Day Out. 

 

Our Wild Day Out started at 3.30 pm on Saturday when the 24-hour Bio-Blitz began in 

Birchbrook Reserve.  Flowers, grasses, shrubs and trees, as well as birds, mammals, 

amphibians and insects were all recorded for BBC Breathing Places.   A moth trap was 

set up in the reserve, Chris Jones stayed overnight in the reserve to observe the 

nocturnal wild life. 

 

The volunteers were back again at 8 am on Sunday putting up gazebos and banners 

and generally helping the visiting groups to get set up.  There was so much to see and 

do;  Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership carried out river dipping as part of our 

Bio-Blitz, other contributors included a Willow Weaver, Bird Box making, courtesy of 

Lawrence who made all the kits, Falcon High, Richard Branscombe with his heavy 

horses giving rides around the field, Miller’s Ark Petting Farm, Brickfields Country Park, 

Rushmoor Healthy Living, RBC Fair Trade, and ice cream van and an emergency 

ambulance crew, from Hart First Response, who commented that it was the first event 

they’d been to that they hadn’t been needed.  (They did, however, rush to give 

emergency help to the flyaway party tent as we were taking it down. Sadly there were 

fractures, to the plastic joints that hold the poles together.) Last, but by no means least, 

was the refreshments, supplied by Brookside Pre-School, whose home made cakes 

were absolutely delicious. 

 

So many people commented how lovely it was to see all age groups, and people from all 

around the Blunden Green area, enjoying a wonderful day in the sun together – and it 

didn’t cost an arm and a leg!  Thanks to all the hard working volunteers who gave 

their time, expertise and enthusiasm to make it a really great WILD DAY OUT. 

SP R I N G W A TC H  W I L D  DA Y  OU T  

Lawrence, one of our volunteers , spent a great deal of time creating the “flat packs” to 

enable people to make bird boxes at our recent event.  These boxes take 

approximately 15 minutes each to make up and Lawrence, with a little help from 

another volunteer, spent the whole day helping children to make up these boxes.  

There was a such a demand for these boxes that we had to take bookings so that 

people did not have to queue for hours.  It was very difficult telling a lot of disappointed 

people that all the boxes had been reserved. 

 

We could have made more boxes, but even if we had we would have needed other 

volunteers to help the children on the day.  In other words,  

We need more helpers. 

for all our activities, such as monthly work parties, delivering newsletters, making tea, or 

moving chairs at meetings or helping at special events and lots more besides. 

 

There is an old saying that “If you want something done, give it to a busy person” because, 

that way you know it will get done.. Could you help?  We’d love to hear from you . 

A PL E A  F O R  HE L P  

Chantnay & Ivor 

Bug hunting in Birchbrook 
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DA T ES  FO R  YO UR  D I A RY  

C O N TA C T  

D E TA I L S  

Work Parties 
Paul Sanders 
(When, where & what) 

Tel:  01276 32173 

e-mail:   

paulsanders@talk21.com 

 

Newsletter 
Kathy Pitcher 
(Editor) 

E-mail:  kathy@verati.co.uk 

Tel:  01252 651147 

 

Sybil Godden 
(Distribution) 

Tel:  01252 682850 

e-mail:  sybil.g@tiscali.co.uk 
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All talks are  FREE, followed by meetings, and are held at BLUNDEN HALL, Blunden 

Rd, Cove.   All welcome, refreshments provided.    Donations are appreciated.    All volun-

teers welcome at Work Parties.  Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Cove Brook Greenway Group 

KEY TO PICTURES (pictures courtesy of Kevin Fackrell and Harry Morgan) 

1. Blunden Green, a great venue 

2. Falconry from Falcon High 

3. Cart drawn By Percheron Horses from Richard 

Branscombe 

4. Donkeys, from Miller's Ark 

5. Willow Weaver, Marten Penrose 

6. Barn Owl from Falcon High 

7. Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) 

8. What’s in the Brook? 

9. A Signal Crayfish 

10. What Insects are in the Trees? 

11. Checking Moth Traps 

12. Cove Brook Greenway 

13. Bird Boxes 

14. Brickfield’s Tent 

15. Goats from Miller’s Ark 

UPDA T E  O N  MEE T I NGS  

TALKS & MEETINGS 

Date Time  Subject 

Tues 

10th Aug 

7.30 pm 

 

9.00 pm 

approx 

WILDLIFE GARDENING BY Colin Ryall, Kingston Polytechnic 

Find out about Garden Birdwatch and the importance of gardens for wildlife 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  Everyone welcome 

Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove 

Tues 

17th Aug 

Morning TAG AIRPORT TOUR — BOOKING  ESSENTIAL  

 

Sun 

3RD Oct 

 

 

11.00 to 

4.30 

GREEN & GLOBAL DAY  -  Celebrating International Year of Biodiversity 

Arts & Crafts, Energy Advice, Fairtrade Market & Cafe, Live Entertainment, 

Mike O’Leary  - Storyteller & lots of Freebies 

Prince Hall, Aldershot     Free Entry 

 

Tues 

26th Oct  

 

 

7.30 pm 

HALLOWEEN QUIZ NIGHT 

Have some fun and test your knowledge at our Quiz Night. 

Free coffee, tea and homemade cakes plus a Raffle.   

Come alone, or with friends to make up teams of 4.  If pos please  

call 07802 288 984 to book or just take a chance and turn up 

Entry £2.50 per person        All Welcome 

WORK PARTIES 

Sat 

14th Aug 
10.00 am GRASS CUTTING AT BIRCHBROOK 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road 

Sat 

11th Sept 
10.00 am GRASS CUTTING AT SOUTHWOOD 

Meet at:  Grasmere Road Car Park, Southwood 

Sat 

9th Oct 
10.00 am 

LITTER PICK 
Meet at:  Cheyne Way 

Sat  

8th Nov 
10.00 am 

LITTER PICK 
Meet at:  Mayfield Rd Bridge 

BOOKINGS 
e-mail or call 01252 679972 

and leave a message 

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 

covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk 

At our Open Meeting on 1st June,  Martin Sterio from Rushmoor Borough Council came to talk 

about a new multi-user path for Cove Brook. The work would be partly funded by Sustrans, who 

have created a network of cross-country cycle paths around Britain and are now looking at urban 

areas. The path would have a better surface than the present one, and would also include im-

proved road-crossing points and links with the many schools near the brook. Cove Brook Green-

way Group has applied for a large grant from Veolia to help towards the work. It will all depend 
on whether we can get the funding, so don't hold your breath ... 

By way of contrast, we also had a talk about moles, given by a real expert - local mole catcher 

Paul Murray. Everyone enjoyed this informal chat, with plenty of opportunities to ask questions. 

On Tuesday 10th August at 7.30 at Blunden Hall, Colin Ryall will give a talk on wildlife gardening. 

Colin helped found the Rushmoor Urban Wildlife Group and has lots of great ideas for your garden. 

He gave us a talk a few years ago, and we're delighted to welcome him back. 

Our next open meeting will also be our AGM . We'll have a brief roundup of the year's 

events, and will appoint the committee for the coming year. 


