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We’re having another Fun Day
At Moor Road Recreation Ground
Sunday 17th June 2012
From 10.30 to 3.30
Following our successful
Open Days at
Southwood in 2009 and
Blunden Green in 2010
We are holding another

e
Fre
y
r
nt

E

Low Cost
Environmentally Orientated
Family Day Out
Despite the lack of BBC funding for such Open Days this year, we have raided what funds
we have and, with the help of local organisations, we will be putting on another Open Day,
this time at Moor Green Recreation Ground near the Hawley Lane end of the Brook.
With the opening of the new bike and wheelchair friendly path running alongside the
brook from Southwood to Hawley Lane, many people will be able to walk or cycle to the
event, so even getting there can be free of charge.
Entry is free, however, these events are expensive to put on. So, this time we will be making
a small charge, or asking for donations., to go towards the cost of materials for some of the
activities. We hope this will enable Cove Brook Greenway Group to carry on the work we do,
looking after the area around the Brook and to put on a similar event in future years.
For more information on this event, or about Cove Brook Greenway Grou p, contact
Hilda Anscombe Tel: 01252 512109 or e-mail us on covebrookgg@yahoomail.com
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W O R K P A RT Y U P DA T E — Pa u l

Cove Brook Greenway Group
Sanders

14th January
Twelve of us tackled the regrowth of willow in the wet grassland area between the
brook and the practice range at Southwood. It is slow work and although we cleared
an impressive area we hope to return to this site to finish the area on another date.
11th February
Cancelled due to ice and snow making conditions, if not dangerous, then at least very
unpleasant.
10th March
Ten of us met in the woodland near to the scout hut by the Curly Bridge. We cut back
bramble from the paths to allow a pleasant stroll through the area. We also continued
our attempt to push the bramble back off a piece of grassland at the far end of the
area to give a better view of the brook.

WOODLAND DRUMMERS -

Willow cutting at Southwood

Text and drawing by Franc Hall

There are three members of the family, all more often heard than seen. Have you ever wondered how they are able to
constantly drum on tree trunks, in order to obtain their food or excavate a nest hole, without suffering a headache?
Well, this is made possible because of the robust bone structure in their scull – especially at the front of the brain, and
also due to a shock absorbing layer of cartilage, cushioning between the bones within the back and the rest of the skull.
How do they locate and extract their
prey from beneath the bark? It is believed
that they locate the grub, or insect, by
an acute sense of hearing and keen
eyesight, enabling them to either spot,
or hear, minute movements or sounds
within the tree. Then, with a few taps of
their powerful beak, they are able to
force an opening and remove the prey
with their very long, sticky, barbed tongue.
The tongue of the Green Woodpecker being the longest.
Most vertebrate animals possess a pair
of hyoid bones that support the base of the
tongue. Woodpeckers possess extended
hyoids, which curve up behind the head
with powerful muscles, which pull on the
hydroids giving a powerful thrust to propel the tongue forward (see diagram)
Woodpeckers are also unique in the bird world for two reasons. Firstly the toe formation differs from most perching
and ground dwelling birds, in that they have two toes facing forward and two to the rear and, secondly, they
have stiffer main tail feathers. These two features enable Woodpeckers to keep their balance and enable them to
cling to, or climb vertically up tree trunks and branches. These modifications are also evident in the close relatives of
the Woodpeckers, the Wrynecks.
(This is the first part of a series on the Woodpecker Family)

Cove Brook Greenway Group
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I F Y OU G O D OWN IN T HE W O ODS . . .

- Rev. Matthew Prio r

Many people living in Cove will know and love St John’s Churchyard as a
place of beauty and tranquillity. Situated on old heathland, it is a designated
SINC (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation), kept in partnership
with Hampshire Wildlife Trust, to maintain its historic habitat and encourage an increased diversity of local wildlife. We have a number of local species of note on the site, including Shepherd’s Cress and various Heathers.
More recently, the churchyard has become a favourite spot for geocaching!
Some of you may have ventured into the long thin strip of woodland running
along the Minley Road, and wandered through the rather overgrown bramble
and holly. If you go down to the woods in the coming months, you will be in
for a big surprise…
We are making a Woodland Walkway and Garden in partnership with Rushmoor
Council and local volunteers. Having cleared the area of overgrowth, we now
have a walkway stretching to a natural clearing, banked by log pile walls (see
before and after photos of the pathway!). The clearing is soon to be decked
out with a few picnic tables and planted with indigenous woodland flora. Finally, we are putting in place an interactive nature trail and an interpretation
board giving details of the historic churchyard.

Before and After
Spot the difference!

The area will be open to all members of the public, and we hope it will be a
secluded space for some quiet and contemplation and, maybe, even summer
picnicking! We are opening the area with an afternoon tea during an Open
Church weekend, 23rd -24th June (details to be confirmed). All are welcome.
If you would like to find out more, or let us know your memories of the churchyard, do get in touch with Rev Matt Prior at mprior36@gmail.com or on 01252
373301.

F R O M F R O G S PA W N T O F R O G S

- Antonia Hebbert

If you have a pond with frogspawn, raising some of the tadpoles in a tank will
give them a head start and protection from hungry newts and other predators.
But you need to give tadpoles the right care. For excellent, easy-to-follow advice,
get a copy of the Field Studies Council fold-out guide Keeping Frog Tadpoles:
only £2.75 from www.field-studies-council.org, or ring 0845 3454071. Within a
few weeks you should have beautiful little froglets to put back into the wild, near
the pond they came from.
A Few Basic Rules:

don’t move frogspawn from one pond to another;

set up your tank before you collect frogspawn; and

take only a small amount of spawn –a spoonful is plenty.

NATURAL MAINTENANCE?
We’ve been told that cattle grazing would be the best
way to manage the grassland beside Cove Brook on
Southwood Meadows.

A crazy idea?
or
Would you like to see cows by the brook?
We would love to know your views – please come to our
talk on April 3rd and let us know what you think.
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PI’S PERSPECTIVE
Did you know there are two pairs of little egrets? My mum couldn’t believe it when we saw
four of them perched in the pollarded willow by Houseman Road bridge. The heron has
competition for the fish in your pond! She also got excited when she saw the kingfisher fly
all the way from upstream, under the bridge and disappear round the corner: Dad still
hasn’t seen it. However he was treated to some aerobatics one evening when the bat did a
low flypast, very close overhead. Possibly the heat from his head attracts insects.
This warm spell has certainly brought out spring behaviour. I like running after squirrels,
but at the moment they’re busy chasing each other. Four of them were runnning in a loop
between trees, I didn’t stand a chance of catching any: not fair! They’re not the only ones
doing the chasing, the birds are as well, and they’ve changed their tune; must be spring.
I certainly like the light mornings & evenings, I can see the fox all the way across the field.
Upstream from us the foxes can be seen sunning themselves on the bank and, one afternoon,
we watched five goldfinches at the base of a tree enjoying the spring warmth.
I went along to the meeting about the Cove area, which was well presented by Diane Bedford, a
very nice lady who gave me a biscuit, favourite. Lots of people were talking together and
enjoying memories of a time before there were so many houses. It’s has been a busy quarter!

Hi,
I’m
Pi

C O N TA C T
D E TA I L S
Chairman
Hilda Anscombe
(For enquiries)
Tel: 01276 512109
e-mail: l.anscombe@sky.com

Secretary
Antonia Hebbert

Work Parties
Paul Sanders
(When, where & what we are
doing)
Tel: 01276 32173
e-mail:
paulsanders@talk21.com

Newsletter
Kathy Pitcher
(Editor)
Tel: 01252 651147
e-mail: kathy@verati.co.uk

D A T E S F O R YO U R D I A RY
All talks are FREE, followed by meetings, and are held at BLUNDEN HALL, Blunden Rd,
Cove. All welcome, refreshments provided. Donations are appreciated. All volunteers
welcome at Work Parties. Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

TALKS, MEETINGS & EVENTS
Date
Tues
3rd Apr

7.30 pm

Subject
CONSERVATION GRAZING—The Good, the Bad and the Ugly — a talk by
Elliot Fairs
The advantages of using grazing animals to manage grassland.
Meet at: Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP

Sun
13th
May
Sun
17th
June

3.45 am

10 .30 am
to 3.30 pm

DAWN CHORUS WALK with bird expert Chris Jones
Join us to hear the birds start the day. Early, but worth the effort!
Meet at: Eelmoor Bridge, off A323 Fleet Road/Eelmoor Road, GU14 2

COVE BROOK’s FABULOUS FUN DAY
Heavy Horses, Falcon High, Willow Weaving, Pond Dipping and lots more
Moor Road Recreation Ground, Farnborough, GU14 8HW

WORK PARTIES
Sat
14th Apr
Sat
12th May
Sat

RUSHMOOR SPRING CLEAN
10.00 am

10.00 am

10.00 am

9th June
Sat
14th July

Sybil Godden
(Distribution)
Tel: 01252 682850
e-mail: sybil.g@tiscali.co.uk

Time

Tues
24th July

10.00 am
10.30 am
to 3 .00
pm

Our combined litter pick with Rushmoor Borough Council
Meet at: Curly Bridge, off Cheyne Way, Cove, GU14 8SA

WALK WITH PAUL
A walk around the local area with our Work Party Leader (5-6 miles)
Meet at: Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP
MOOR ROAD RECREATION GROUND TIDY UP
Help us litter pick the site prior to our Family Fun Day
Meet at:: Entrance to Moor Road Recreation Ground, GU14 8HN

HAYMAKING AT SOUTHWOOD
Meet at: Grasmere Road Car Park , Cove, GU14 0LE or on site at the
overgrown side of the golf practice area .

MOWING THE MEADOW with volunteers from BVCP
Grass cutting and raking to encourage wild flower growth
Bring your lunch or just join us for as much time as you can spare.
Meet at: Blunden Hall Car Park, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP

