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At last, Spring has arrived; the air temperature is in double figures and the sun is 
shining.  The newts have been in my pond for several weeks and this morning I saw 
a Comma butterfly.   
 
It’s amazing what you see whilst working along the Brook.  On 
one of our work parties we noticed a white goose waddling 
along the path.  Not having noticed this type of goose on the 
brook before we were quite intrigued and then noticed that 
it was not alone.  Apparently, Battersea, the goose, is a family 
pet who lives nearby and enjoys taking a stroll with his owners. 

 
In the middle of February I watched a pair of herons 
on Southwood Meadow and I was thrilled to see a 
flock of a dozen waxwings feeding on the berries 
from the hawthorn tree just outside my garden.  
They stayed for about half an our before flying off 
after eating all the berries. 
 

In the autumn of 2011 we planted some wild daffodil bulbs along a small section 
of the brook’s banks.  This was an experiment and we waited to see if they came to 
anything this year.  Well I’m pleased to say, they did and here is a photo of a couple 
of them.   
 
We are hoping to follow this success up by sowing seed of native wild flowers in 
Birchbrook Reserve and perhaps at other places along the brook. 

 
On our March work party a volunteer turned up with some toad 
spawn in a polythene bag.  Apparently it had been found in 
the wheel arch of their car.  I know the weather has been 
wet, but that takes some beating.  We put the spawn in the 
pond to give it a chance, although, in hindsight,  
we should probably have put it in a tank where 

we could have checked if it survived.  If it had been found on 1st April, 
the news reporters would have had a field day.  “Car toad into pond!“  
perhaps? 
 
PLANT WASTE- Last year the contractors for the Environment Agency left unsightly 
plant rubbish on the banks of the brook.  We have contacted the EA and asked that 
in future plant material cut from the brook and the banks be removed from the 
Greenway. 
 
PATH DESTRUCTION -The Holly Road end of the Greenway path is getting over-
grown with grass and other vegetation which is rooting into  the path and reducing 
its width by about a half.  We have cleared some of the vegetation  and have re-
quested that RBC repair the path and perhaps weed kill the original plants  
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Sat 9th  February 

Hilda took on the task of Work Party Leader in Birchbrook Reserve 

on this occasion.  Our usual group of volunteers was joined by a 

group of Nepalese volunteers and, with their help we were able to clear a 

large amount of the brambles, which were encroaching on the grassland of 

the reserve.   

 

Sat 9th  March 

This time we had an excellent turnout of 19 volunteers, who tackled the encroaching bramble growing over 

the paths in the woodland near the Curly Bridge Scout Hut.  This area has changed dramatically in the last 

year with  large areas of bramble, etc along the motorway fence having been cut back.  So much so, that we 

were able to dig up some bramble roots to increase the small area of grassland, which we have been  

developing over the last few years.  It was also good to see the pond full once again as, despite the months 

of rain we have had recently, it had been very low. 

 

Sat 13th  April 

Th is  was  the Rushmoor  Borough Counc i l  Spr ing  C lean .   Over  60  people  tu rned up to  

rea l ly  t ransform the area.   The Brook paths from Hawley Lane to Houseman Road were cleared, along 

with a lot of rubbish from the actual channel and the area of grass and woodlands near the Scout Hut.   

 

The area up to the Farnborough football ground is always a problem, as it appears that all the rubbish 

dropped in the car park is blown into the line of trees and grassland adjacent to the Moor Road Recreation 

Ground.  A large number of our volunteers concentrated on this task  What a shame none of the football 

supporters or club members turned up to help out:  maybe the club officials could offer free tickets to volun-

teers in appreciation of their hard work. 

 

Our next scheduled clear up in that area is in October; it would be great to find that no more rubbish 

has  accumulated: we live in hope. 

 

RBC took away the huge amount of rubbish collected along with the very sad looking figure of a large 

sodden plush unicorn on top.  We don't find many unicorns in the Brook - strange that. 

 

Once again a big thank you to the 6th Farnborough Scouts, who provided most welcome refreshments 

throughout the morning. 

W O R K  P A RT Y  U P DA T E   -  P a u l  S a n d e r s    

O I L  I N  T H E  B RO O K  
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Earlier in the year a concerned local informed us that there was oil on the brook near Blunden Bridge. 

 

One of our committee members walked upstream from this area to check out the source.  It appeared to 

come from a culvert running into the brook near a road which led into Brookhouse Road.  The Environment 

Agency were contacted and thought it could have been caused by the flushing of the local drainage system 

following 48 hours of heavy rain.  They suspected it was possible that a road gulley, containing some sort of 

oil/fuel, was the source of the problem.  As  there was only a rainbow sheen on the brook itself, they 

thought it indicated that the pollution was light.  However, they promised to investigate and ask the local 

Highway Authority to check on the road gullies in the area to ensure no further oil/fuel would be washed 

through. 
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B R I N G I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  T O G E T H E R  

Over the last few years Cove Brook Greenway Group has struggled to persuade more local people to help us with 

our work looking after the area around the Brook, with disappointing results.  However, since the success of the 

2012 Olympics, much of which was due to their wonderful band of volunteer helpers, it appears that volunteering 

has again become fashionable. 

 

We are delighted that recently we have had helpers 

from all walks of life and from every age group, 

ranging from young families and young adults to 

senior citizens.  Some enjoy the satisfaction they get 

from improving their own environment, whilst others 

enjoy mixing with new people and keeping fit without 

the cost of monthly gym fees.   

 

We are also delighted that the Nepali community 

now contributes a good number of our work party 

members. 

 

At the recent Rushmoor Spring Clean, we had 

around 60 people, of all shapes and sizes, join us to and 

together we collected an amazing 621 kilos of rubbish. 

   Our thanks and congratulations to all of you. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about us, and 

hopefully supporting us there are various ways to do 

this, here are a few ways you can do it. 

TO FIND OUT MORE 

Log on to our website: 

www.covebrook@hampshire.org,  

E-mail us on:   covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk 

Call our mobile: 07510 881939  

(If no-one is available to answer it at the time, please leave a message and we will get back to you) 

or 

Just come along to one of our work parties or talks 
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M U D !  

With all the rain we have had over the last few months, many areas have 

been underwater and the path leading from the wooden bridge near House-

man Road to Birchett Road has been a nightmare.  It was so bad that enter-

prising people had been putting cardboard “stepping stones” down on the 

worst parts in an effort to make it vaguely usable.  Unfortunately they gradual-

ly sank into the mud. 

 

As this path is used regularly by school children and their parents on school 

days, as well as by many other people who need to catch a bus to work or 

get to Blunden Hall.  Cove Brook Greenway Group have been in contact with 

Rushmoor Borough Council over the last year in an effort to get something 

done about it, so far to no avail.  We are aware that Council coffers are se-

verely stretched these days, but we will continue to bring this matter up in the 

hope that something can be done to improve the situation. 

 

Perhaps we should offer to arrange a work party to help with the work if they 

could supply expertise and the materials.  

 

If you use this path and feel strongly about this issue, please raise it with your 

local councillor.  Thank you. 

  



DAT E S  FOR  YOUR  D IARY  

C O N TA C T  

D E TA I L S  

Web site 

www. cove-

brook.hampshire.org.uk 

E-mail 
covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk 

Telephone: 
07510 881939  

Chairman 
Hilda Anscombe  
(For  enquiries) 

 

Secretary 
Antonia Hebbert  
 

Work Parties 
Paul Sanders 
(When, where & what we are 
doing) 

 

Newsletter 
Kathy Pitcher 
(Editor) 
 
Mike Burns 
(Distribution) 
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All talks are FREE and are held at  

BLUNDEN HALL, Blunden Rd, Cove. GU14 8QP 

 

All welcome, refreshments provided.  Donations are appreciated. 

Volunteers welcome at all Work Parties. 

(Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.) 
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TALKS, MEETINGS & EVENTS 

Date Time Subject 

Tues 

28th May 
7:30 pm 

THE WORK OF THE BLACKWATER VALLEY TRUST 
Talk by Colin Wilson 

Find out how the Trust works, its projects and events they are 

involved in. 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP 

Sat 

8th June 
10.00 am 

A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE—with Paul Sanders 
Our Annual Summer walk of around 6-7 miles taking in 

the Brook and other areas of local interest, possibly including 

Fleet Pond.  

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP 

Tues 

6th Aug 
7:30 pm 

FARNBOROUGH—ENCOURAGING CIVIC PRIDE 
Talk by Jo Gosney  of The Farnborough Society 
Followed by  our  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP 

Tues 

29h Oct 
7:30 pm 

HALLOWEEN QUIZ 

Our now legendary annual event ,where you can  

test your knowledge, whilst enjoying  great  

company and our delicious homemade cakes . 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP 

WORK PARTIES 

Sat 

11th May  
10.00 am  

GRASS CUTTING AND WILD FLOWER PLANTING 

Grass cutting and raking to encourage wild flower growth. 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove, GU14 8QP  

Sat 

13th July 
10.00 am 

BRAMBLE BASHING  AND NETTLE CLEARANCE 
Continuing work to try to enlarge a grassland area. 
Meet at:  Cheyne Way, Cove, GU14 8SE 

Sat 

10th Aug 
10.00 am 

GRASS CUTTING & LITTER PICKING  

Grass cutting and raking to encourage wild flower growth. 

Meet at:  Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Cove,GU14 8QP 

14th Sep 10.00 am 

GRASS CUTTING  AT SOUTHWOOD 

Grass cutting and raking to encourage wild flower growth. 

Meet at:  Grasmere Road Car Park, adjacent to Southwood 

Football Field, Cove GU14 0LEe 

mailto:andrew.ritchie20@btinternet.com
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