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WE’VE WON THE LOTTERY AGAIN!   

 
At least that’s the way we feel, because we’ve been awarded a second Big 

Lottery Breathing Places grant for our very own Breathing Place at 

Southwood Meadows. 

 

We’re using it to take part in the BBC Springwatch ‘Dirty Weekend’ 

celebration, with our own Dirty Weekend on Sunday 14th June . 

 

From 10.30 to 3.30 you’ll be able to 

meet cattle and Miller’s Ark farm 

animals, help with haymaking and 

see working horse haul the hay.  A 

willow artist will be making 

sculptures on the site and inviting 

everyone to join in.  We also have a 

falconry display and the ever 

popular bug hunting . 

 

Where is it?   Southwood Meadows run alongside Cove Brook between 

Hazel Avenue and the Southwood Golf Course Golf Course.  

 

Events are based round Rushmoor Community FC's new pavilion, Grasmere 

Road sports field - turn into Ullswater Avenue off Iveley Road near the Monkey 

Puzzle.  On foot only from Hazel Avenue and Cove Road kissing gate.  

 

Still lost?  Then call 07802 288 984 for directions  

Parking limited - please walk or cycle if you can  
 

Web Site 

We are keeping our fingers crossed that, despite a few hiccoughs  over the 

last year, we will have our website up and running again within the next week.  You 

will then be able to find further information on the following site address. 
www.covebrookgreenway.co.uk 

Miller’s Ark 

Hay Making with the 

help of Working 

Horses 

Falconry Display 

DAWN CHORUS WALK 
Come and listen to this wonderful phenomenon—it’s 

definitely worth the early start. 

(See back page for details) 

Bug Hunting 
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Sat 3rd Jan 

On a cold but beautiful frosty morning  two of us attempted to clear some scrub from the area next to the practice 

range at Southwood Meadows.  The cold was working for us as the frozen branches were really easy to cut. 

Wed 7th Jan 09 

Tony Anderson of BVCP and I collected some large items from the brook, including the usual bicycle, trolley 

and also a patio heater! 

14th Feb 09 

A good group of eleven of us tackled the re-growth of willow and small oaks in the marshy 

area between the path and the practice range at Southwood.  The paths were cleared 

where the vegetation was encroaching and the area was also litter picked.  Numerous bags of 

dog's mess removed. Why do people bag this stuff only to throw the bags onto the 

bushes?    

14th March 09 

Once again a very pleasing turnout. This time 14 of us cleared the paths and overgrown 

bramble around the pond and woodland near the scout hut at the Curly bridge. The damaged 

branches on the willows beside the pond were also cut and tidied and the area litter 

picked. One burnt out motor scooter was left in the wood which we will retrieve at the 

Rushmoor Spring Clean in April. 

11th April 09 

Eight of us spent the morning in Southwood meadows grass cutting and raking. Usually we cut the northern 

section later in the year, but in an attempt to remove more of the layer of thatch in the grassland we will be 

giving some sections two cuts this year.  Areas both sides of the path were cut until the mower had had 

enough and sheared a crucial bolt. 

Kathy and Dorothy got in some practice for the Rushmoor Spring Clean by collecting at least eight sacks of rubbish 

from around the grass and paths and hugely improving the look of the area.. 

W O R K  PA RT Y  UP DA T E  —  P a u l  S a n d e r s  

Bramble bashing 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who came along to the annual Rushmoor 

Spring Clean on Saturday 18 April.  More than 55 volunteers turned out in the 

glorious sunshine to help clear just over a tonne of assorted rubbish. 
 

The volunteers helped to clear the banks and the brook  all the way from 

Mayfield Road to Hawley Lane.  We were also able to tidy the wooded area 

running alongside Moor Road Playing fields and the area around the stream 

in Sunnybank Road. 

 

The number of helpers is growing larger every year 

and it is becoming a very enjoyable social event. I really enjoy working alongside such en-

thusiastic volunteers; there was plenty of time for chatting, and the 6th Farnborough 

Scouts supplied hot and cold drinks throughout the morning..  Rushmoor Borough Council’s 

contractor, Veolia was on hand to take away all the rubbish.   
 

I would like to give special thanks to Paul Sanders who organised the groups and made 

sure we all worked safely.  Also, Sue Hathaway from Rushmoor Voluntary Services and the 

Cove Brook Greenway volunteers.   

 

This type of event shows how working together as a community can make a real and no-

ticeable difference to an area.  If you do see any litter hot spots or fly tips please report 

them to us by calling the council on 01252 398 399, or by emailing customerser-

vices@rushmoor.gov.uk   Thanks again to everyone who took part – we hope to see you 

all again next year! 

SPRING  CLEAN  MORE  SUCCESSFUL  THAN  EVER  
by Sue Jones, Community Support Officer, Rushmoor Borough Council 

mailto:customerservices@rushmoor.gov.uk
mailto:customerservices@rushmoor.gov.uk
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B R I G H T E N I N G  U P  T H E  B R O O K   -   N i c o l a  S i m s  
Two groups of volunteers enjoyed the early spring sunshine, 

planting wildflower plant plugs along the banks of the brook, 

to improve the area for wildlife and people. 

 

The Greenway Group received funding from the Loddon & 
Eversley Heritage Area Project Fund to buy plant plugs along 

the banks of the brook.  The idea originated from last years 

Cove Brook Greenway Group AGM and came from residents 

living in Cheyne Way, so hopefully they will be pleased with 

the results.  A mixture of locally provenant wildflower plugs 

were chosen, in consultation with the Environment Agency, 

and they should provide a real splash of colour along the 

brook when in flower. 

 

Volunteers arrived with spades and forks and made quick 

work of clearing long thin strips of ground on both sides of the brook.  These were then planted up with the plant 
plugs and watered in to help them establish well.  It is hoped that once the plants are established they will natu-

rally colonise further along the banks.  So if you are out with your identification cards this summer there might be a 

few new things for you to look at. 

Recently Kathy & I attended an excellent Dragonfly Workshop, with Ken Crick 

leading us through a normal 3 day course in 5 hours!  We discovered that 

dragonflies have been around for 300 million years and there are between 

38 to 44 types.  The Blackwater Valley is home to 28 types and records for this 

area go back 100 years. 

 

There are four distinct body types of dragonfly Hawkers, Darters, Chasers and 

Skimmers.  The females have a hard life with males trying to mate at every opportunity.  

However, the female’s colouring gradually changes to match that of the male to 

avoid unwanted attention.   To lay their eggs; some attach the them to water plants, whilst others lay eggs on 

the wing dropping them like bombs.  The larval stage can last up to 4 years, but they only spend between 30-90 

days on the wing. 

 

Damselflies are generally smaller than dragonflies and, at rest, both pairs of roughly equal size wings, are 

folded along the body.  They also have separate eyes rather than the almost touching eyes of the dragonfly.  

Again the females have a hard life.  To lay their eggs, two types of damselfly land on a plant and walk down 

the stem into the water, up to a depth of one to two metres. Once the eggs are laid they resurface.  One type 

is strong enough to fly away, but the other is caught by surface tension and has to rely on a male, looking for 

a receptive female, to scoop her out of the water.  Who’d be a damselfly??  

HE R E  B E  DR A G O N S   -   P e t e r  G o d d e n  

W A S  T H A T  A  S P E C K L E D  W O O D ?  -  b y  A n t o n i a  H e b b e r t  
Between April and September you might spot three or four people moving slowly across 

Southwood Meadows.  Sometimes they'll peer at the grass, or stare into the sky, and 

quite often they'll wander round in circles.  Don't worry - it's just our butterfly group, 

doing their regular walk along a fixed route, identifying species and recording how many 

they see.  

 

'Identifying' is slightly too strong a word.  In spring many butterflies are white, and in 

summer most are brown, hence the walking round in circles, trying to spot identifying 

features as they flutter by.  We’re not experts, but it's a good way to learn   The aim is to 

complete the walk once a week and, ideally, to repeat the survey annually, to build up a 

picture of how butterflies are doing.  Weather conditions have to be right, so times and 

days aren't fixed, but walks always start between 10 and 3. If you would like to join the walks, please ring Kathy or 

Antonia (see back page). 

Dragonfly  lifecycle 



DA T ES  FO R  YO U R  D I A RY  

C O N TA C T  

D E TA I L S  

Chairman 
Antonia Hebbert 

(For  enquiries) 
Tel: 01252 512634 

e-mail:   

hebbert.genis@btinternet.com 

 

Work Parties 
Paul Sanders 
(When, where & what we are 

doing) 

Tel:  01276 32173 

e-mail:   

paulsanders@talk21.com 

 

Newsletter 
Kathy Pitcher 
(Editor) 

Tel:  01252 651147 

e-mail:  kathy@nexum.co.uk 

 

Sybil Godden 
(Distribution) 

Tel:  01252 682850 

e-mail:  sybil.g@tiscali.co.uk 
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All talks are  FREE, followed by meetings, and are held at BLUNDEN HALL, Blunden 
Rd, Cove.   All welcome, refreshments provided.   Any donations always appreciated.  All 
volunteers welcome at Work Parties.  Children MUST be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Cove Brook Greenway Group 

PI’S PERSPECTIVE — S y b i l  G o d d e n  

EVENTS 

Date Time  Subject 

Sun 24th May 4.00 am 

DAWN CHORUS WALK  -  It will be cold—please dress 

warmly 

Meet at:  Eelmoor Bridge, signed AAIB, off the A323 

Fleet-Aldershot Road (east of Norris Bridge) 

Sun 14th June 
10.30 am to  

3.30 pm 

BBC SPRINGWATCH DIRTY WEEKEND 

Haymaking with heavy horses, bug hunting, falconry 

and much more.   

Southwood Meadows,, Cove, see Cove Brook Notice 

Boards  

Events based around Rushmoor RC's new pavilion, 

Grasmere Road sports field, off Ullswater Avenue (near 

Monkey Puzzle). Still lost? Tel 07802288 984 for di-

rections). 

Thurs 2nd July 8.00 pm 

NIGHTJARS & ORCHIDS  -  A guided walk on the 

QinetiQ SSSI site 

Binoculars, field guides and sturdy boots recommended 

Meet at:  QinetiQ  gate 7.30 pm 

WORK PARTIES 

Sat  13th June 10.00 am 
SOUTHWOOD MEADOWS  

Site preparation for event on 14th June 

Sat 12th July 

& 

Sat 9th Aug 

10.00 am 

SOUTHWOOD MEADOWS (North Area) 

Grass cutting and raking 

Meet at:  Grasmere Road Car Park 

Sat 

13th Sept 
10.00 am 

BIRCHBROOK RESERVE   
Meet at: Birchbrook Reserve Off Birchett Rd/over 
wooden bridge from Houseman Rd. 

BOW-WOW!  What was all that white stuff?  I had loads of fun.  All the children, even the 

big ones like my Mum, were outside throwing it for me to catch. Funny thing is, it disap-

peared in my mouth. The field by Blunden Hall was covered in water and the heron 

stood in the middle. I don’t think he caught many fish, but he may have caught a frog. 

 

I like to get a decent drink from the Brook, tasty, coloured and with bits; not like the 

plain water I get at home.  I’m allowed in the shallows to paddle, but my Mum and Dad 

(alias Daft Wader) panic if I venture too far.  They know it is too deep and muddy for 

safety in some places. 

 

We get up nice and early for my first ‘business’ walk, but suddenly we’re going out even 

earlier and it’s dark!  At about 5.45 am the Dawn Chorus is deafening.  There are ducks 

walking around and sometimes I chase a fox. Phew - do they smell!  I ran over the metal 

bits at entrance to Birchbrook Reserve when I chased one once.  Never again, not only 

did I get really told off for going into the Reserve, but it hurt my poor paws. 

 

I like all the colours appearing, Violets, Honesty, Kingcups, Daffodils, Blossom and Cat-

kins; it must be Spring; very nice.  I love it here.  See you all soon. . .Pi . 

Hi, 

I’m  

Pi  


