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C H A I R M A N ’S  C H A T T E R -  H i l d a  A n s c o m b e  

NEWSLETTER 

I'm writing this at the beginning of July, and being a person who suf-

fers in the heat I'm not enjoying this heat wave. A normal summer 

with some rain would suit me better, it would suit my garden better 

too.  Whilst watering the garden I saw a 'butterfly' I didn't recognise; it 

was the very delicate swallowtailed moth. I'm sure I've never seen 

one before.  

Then just the other day I spotted an unusual flower across the road.  

I was really surprised to see a self-sown petunia growing in the crevice between the road and the          

kerb-stone; I'm just hoping the highway people don't come along too soon with their weed-killer. 

Cove Brook Greenway Group have been busy helping young people to enjoy the Greenway whilst keeping 

safe. On 12th June we took part in the Mayfield Community Child Safety Event where we chatted with 

small groups of children from Cherrywood School and Grange Infant School. 

On 16th June we took part in the Rushmoor ‘Get Involved'           

Volunteer Fair 2018 in Queensmead. Lots of people expressed an 

interest in the Greenway, but were 'too busy' to help.  However a 

couple of people were really interested and we look forward to   

welcoming them at future work parties and events. Cove Brook 

Greenway Group have a core of dedicated volunteers. It would be 

lovely to have more: see back page for how to get in touch. 

Then on 19th June we organised an evening of bug hunting and 

brook dipping for 2nd Cove Cubs.  The highlight of the activity was 

catching a 4-inch long fish (all wildlife was carefully replaced in its 

home after thorough inspection). 

On 1st July three of our volunteers manned a stall at Brickfields Wildlife Fun Day in Aldershot. We had a 

craft activity and chatted with families about Cove Brook Greenway. Brickfields is a miniature country park, 

tucked away off Boxalls Lane, and packs a lot of variety and wildlife into its eight acres.                      

www.brickfieldspark.org 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th August. Miles Thomas, Environmental Manager at TAG Farnborough 

Airport, will be talking about TAG's environmental management of the site. TAG has done a lot of work to 

improve the look of the brook and its value for wildlife since taking over the airfield in 1997. This is a 

chance to find out how the airport is designed to stop pollutants going into the brook, and as always there 

will be time for questions. 

This will be followed by our short Annual General Meeting.  Committee positions include chairman,      

treasurer and minutes secretary. We also have a work party organiser, newsletter editor, newsletter       

distributor, and publicity.  Most current committee members are willing to accept re-nomination, but if you 

are interested in one of these jobs do let us know. You are also very welcome to join the committee as a 

non-office holder if you would like to help out.  

Important please note: Blunden Hall is being refurbished over the summer, so the August meeting will be 

at St John’s Church Hall, St John’s Road, Farnborough GU14 9RH. St John's Road is off Fleet Road, which 

is accessible via the West Heath roundabout. 

Swallowtailed moth 

Our stand at ‘Get Involved’  Volunteer Fair 
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Our work party leader Paul Sanders also leads circular walks for the Blackwater Valley 

Countryside Trust. These walks are a great way to discover local countryside, history and 

wildlife, and they cover a wide area - the ‘valley’ runs from Aldershot north to Swallowfield 

near Reading, with a surprising amount of attractive open space along the way.  

The walks are around seven to ten miles long, and are very friendly affairs, not least be-

cause they feature refreshments in out of the way places. Just when you think a cup of tea would be rather 

nice, it arrives in a yellow wheelbarrow, often with cake. Paul posts reports and pictures of previous walks on 

www.blackwatervalleycountryside.wordpress.com. To find out about future walks, see www.bvct.org.uk. The 

next dates are 18th August (starting near Farnborough Airfield) and 15th September (starting at Bramshot 

Country Park).  

WALKING IN THE BLACK WATER VALLEY  

In case you haven’t noticed we have a brand new Website! www.covebrookgreenwaygroup.co.uk 

You can use the website to check up on all the Group’s future events including Working Party 

dates and venues. The website includes some history of the Group and a 10 year archive of 

Newsletters. If you have any items of interest to add please do contact us through the website. 

The group recently had a very interesting and entertaining talk by David Wilson of F.A.S.T. An article including 

the highlights is available on our website, titled “A Very Brief History of  Farnborough Airfield”.  

At our work-party in May we saw a lovely patch of bright yellow flowers of 

Greater Celandine waving in the breeze in Southwood Meadows. It grows to 

a height of about 75cm and has striking orange sap. It is an irritant, but in 

medieval times it was used medicinally to treat scrofula (TB), jaundice, eczema and other skin diseases.  

Jack-by-the-hedge usually grows a couple of feet tall, but in damp conditions it 

can grow a lot taller.  It can be found along the Greenway, and in many wayside 

places.  If the leaves are crushed they smell of garlic, hence its other name of   

garlic-mustard.  Its young leaves can be used in salads, but I prefer to let the plant 

grow unhindered as the beautiful orange-tip butterfly lays its eggs on it, and the 

larva feast on the young seed pods. 

The hawthorn trees along the brook flower profusely in May, indeed the tree is 

sometimes called the May tree.  The young leaves and    

flowers buds are edible.  When I was a child our family  

often went walking, and in spring we would nibble the young leaves and call them 

'bread-and-cheese': I guess it was much healthier, and cheaper, than munching 

sweets. In medieval times people said that hawthorn flowers smelled like the 

plague: botanists have since learned that the chemical trimethylamine found in May 

blossom is also one of the first chemicals formed in decaying animal tissue! The link 

with the plague is probably why, in days gone by, it was believed that bringing May 

blossom indoors would cause illness and a death in the house.  

WILDLIFE CLOSE UP  

F lowers  By The Brook  Apri l   2018  

CBGG—NEW WEBSITE 

Greater Celandine 

Garlic Mustard 

http://www.covebrookgreenwaygroup.co.uk


For those of you who missed it, we met at 3.45am at Eelmoor Bridge on the Basingstoke Canal, with the 

grassland of Farnborough Airfield on one side and heathland on the other. The canal is lined with scrub and 

woodland, so we heard birds from four habitats. 

Skylarks started singing spectacularly at around 4am, and as in 

previous years we soon heard a woodcock on its ‘roding’  display 

flight. It’s good to know that all these birds could be identified in 

the local area within just a couple of hours. We heard many    

different birds: 

Grassland: skylark, lapwing, swallow 

Woodland and scrub: Woodcock, song thrush, blackbird, robin, dunnock, wren,  longtailed tit, great tit,    

blue tit, coal tit, whitethroat, blackcap, chiffchaff, willow warbler, goldfinch, greenfinch, chaffinch, green 

woodpecker, wood pigeon, crow 

Water and wetland: moorhen, coot, reed bunting, heron, swan, Canada goose, water rail 

Heathland: nightjar, pheasant, woodcock 

Somewhere in the distance: tawny owl, cuckoo 

Thanks as always to Chris Jones, who identified the birdsong. Chris was inspired to stay awake and visit the 

New Forest on the same day, where he saw goshawks and a possible honey buzzard at Bolderwood,        

followed by spoonbills on the coast at Lymington/Keyhaven, and some Manx Shearwaters on the sea   

heading into the Solent.  

Cove Brook Greenway Group  

 

May 12th Twelve of us met in Southwood Meadows to undertake our usual spring tasks of cutting the        

edges of paths, removing woody regrowth from the grassland and of course litter picking. 

 

June 9th This time we continued our path clearing activities in Cheyne Wood (the open space across the 

footbridge off Cheyne Way). Here we also cleared the vegetation growing from the wooden fence and onto 

the tarmac path leading to the Curly Bridge. We were also able to clear the tree branches that were     

growing or drooping to head height on the path on the edge of the playing field and we also cleared the 

bramble protruding onto the path by the school gate. 

 

July 14th After meeting at Blunden Hall fifteen of us volunteers set off to cut the grass and hedges on the 

path that run alongside the brook beside the houses on Giffard Drive to West Heath road. We then        

continued on to the Five Arches bridge. Here we cleared the paths along and over the Brook. We cut the 

vegetation on the banks near the railway line which allowed us to get access to the mass of litter there. 

This we cleared. It was good to see the willowherb and purple loosestrife flourishing there.  

 

However while we were there one of our hedge cutters was stolen. This is 

hugely annoying and no use to anyone without the necessary charger. If   

anyone has information about an Einhell battery hedge cutter, bodywork red 

with a splodge of orange paint on it, please let us know. 
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W O R K  P A RT I E S  -  P a u l  S a n d e r s  

DAWN CHORUS WALK,  SUNDAY 13TH MAY  

Skylark Woodcock 



CONTACT DETAILS 

 

www.covebrookgreenwaygroup.co.uk covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk 

07510 881939  Please leave a message and someone will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Find us on Facebook 

TALKS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Tuesday 14th 

August 
7.30pm 

OPEN MEETING Environmental Management at TAG Farnborough Airport 

A talk by Miles Thomas of TAG.  

Followed by refreshments, raffle, our AGM (which we try to keep brief),  

questions and chat. 

PLEASE NOTE VENUE: St John’s Church Hall, St John’s Road, Farnborough,  

GU14 9RH (off Fleet Road accessed from West Heath roundabout) 

Friday 26th 

October 

7.15pm 

For 

7.30pm 

start 

AUTUMN QUIZ  
Team of 4 or come along and make a team on the day.  

£4 entry pre person. With refreshments and a raffle. 

At: Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, GU14 8QP  

WORK PARTIES 
Work parties are usually on the second Saturday of the month. Volunteers are welcome. Children must be accompanied by a 

responsible adult. We provide gloves, tools and refreshments. Please dress for rough ground and brambles. 

Sat 11th  

August  
10 am 

SOUTHWOOD MEADOWS  

Path clearance and other work at Southwood Meadows. 

Meet at:  Hazel Avenue (Dene Road end), Farnborough GU14 0HB.  

Sat 8th     

September  
10 am 

BIRHBROOK RESERVE  

Path clearance and other work at Birchbrook Reserve. 

Meet at: Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, GU14 8QP, or join us at Birchbrook by House-

man Road Footbridge 

Sat 13th     

October  
10 am 

GLEBE ROAD 

Bramble and rubbish clearance at Glebe Road (to be confimed) 

Meet at: Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, GU14 8QP, or join us by the brook at Glebe Road 

Sat 10th  

November 
10 am 

WORK ALONG THE BROOK. 

Little clearance along the brook. 

Meet at:  Footbridge off Cheyne Way (near Curly Bridge and Scout Hut).  
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Under GDPR Cove Brook Greenway Group is required to advise you what we do with the personal data we 

hold on people who have expressed an interest in the Group and who receive our Newsletter either       

electronically or by home delivery.  

Your name and email or home address are entered on a spreadsheet through which we administer all    

aspects of the Group’s business including reminders regarding Working Parties, Talks and Events and for 

Newsletter delivery. The spreadsheet is accessed only by the Chairman, Secretary and Newsletter Delivery 

Officer. The data is not shared with any third party. 

If you would like us to remove the data we hold on you please contact us at covebrookgg@yahoo.co.uk or 

on 07510 881939 and it will be deleted. 

T H E  G E N E R A L  DA TA  P ROT E C T I O N  R E G U L A T I O N S  
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